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Abstract: The purpose of this research is to describe the third
semester agriculture students’ ability to write simple sentences
using simple past tense at Taman Siswa University Padang. This
research was limited in three sentence forms; affirmative,
negative and interrogative. Descriptive research was used in this
study where the population was the third semester agriculture
students at Taman Siswa University of Padang. The total number
of the sample was 63 students. The finding showed that the
ability of the third semester agriculture students of Taman Siswa
University of Padang to write simple sentences using simple past
tense was moderate. It could be seen that 70.97% students have
moderate ability. In detail the percentages of each of form
sentence were; 64.52% have moderate ability to write simple
sentences in simple past tense of (verbal) affirmative, 74.20%
have moderate ability to write simple sentences in simple past
tense of (verbal) negative sentences, and 77.42% have moderate
ability to write simple sentences in simple past tense of (verbal)
interrogative sentences. Based on the research finding, it is
suggested to the teachers to give more explanation about past
tense and explain the usage of mechanics. The students are
suggested to learn more about past tense and use mechanics
correctly.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, foreign language students
should prepare themselves to face the
condition of globalization era. It means that
they should be able to master English well
(Rahmalia, 2016; Sari & Nufus, 2016). It is
not only expected to be able to communicate
in spoken but also to communicate in written
form. In this era, the students should be able
to compete in getting information from many
sources that are provided in English.

47

There are four skills that should be
mastered for English students; speaking,
listening, reading, and writing. Language
components like vocabulary, grammar, and
pronunciation are also needed in mastering
English.

For Indonesian students, English
becomes a compulsory subject to study at
university level. By studying grammar
seriously, the learner can arrange the words
into sentences, from the word that does not
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have meaning into sentences that have
meaning.

According to Seaton & Mew (2007),
sentence is a group of words that expresses a
complete thought. A sentence must have a
subject and a verb, but it may or may not have
an object. In addition, Biber (2010) states that
sentence is a group of words that contains a
subject and a verb, and can stand on its own
as a complete thought.

There are many kinds of sentences.
(Oshima & Hogue, 2006) explains that
sentence is a group of words that contains at
least one subject, one object and one verb and
expresses a complete thought. The sentence
can be categorized into: (1) simple sentence,
(2) compound sentence, (3) complex sentence
and (4) compound-complex sentence.

In writing a sentence, students should
know the grammar. Grammar is one of the
components in language learning that has
been taught how to use words. According to
(Cook, 2013) states that grammar is the way
how a language constructed when we speak,
listen, write and read. It is evidence that
grammar cannot be ignored.

In addition, Kieffer & Lesaux (2007)
defines that grammar as the rules that
construct the group of the words in a language
into a meaningful. There are many tenses in
English language. They are simple present
tense, present progressive (present continuous
tense), present perfect tense, present perfect
continuous tense, simple past tense, past
continuous tense, past perfect tense, past
perfect continuous tense, future tense, future
continuous tense, future perfect tense, future
perfect continuous tense, past future tense,
past future continuous tense, past future
perfect tense, and past future perfect
continuous tense. Among those tenses, simple
past tense is most wused in daily
communication.

Besides, (Disterheft, 2004) says
grammar as system of rules that every speaker
formulates through the process of first
language acquisition. It means, studying

grammar is very important in English and it
can help one to learn about a language. By
studying grammar seriously, the learner is
able to make the words into sentences, from
the word that does not have meaning into
sentences that has meaning

Quirk (2010) and Rutherford (2014)
state that grammar is a set of shared
assumption about how language. Grammar
can also mean a description of the language
system. As system of rules, every speaker
formulates through the process of first
language acquisition. It means, studying
grammar is very important in English and it
can help one to learn about a language.

Tenses are one element in the English
language that is difficult to understand by
Indonesian people who learn English because
there are no tenses in Indonesian. Gunn &
McCallum (2005) says that the tense of verb
shows the action of the verb happens in the
past, the present or the future, whether it is a
single action or repeated action, whether the
action completed or incomplete. In addition,
Disterheft (2004) says tense refers to the
actual form that a verb takes, for example,
whether it is a present or a past form. It can be
concluded that among many tenses, past tense
is mostly used in both written and oral
communication in the classroom. Thus, it is
one of main reasons that this tense is analyzed
in this research.

Based on the researcher’s experience
teaching English at the third semester of
agriculture  students at Taman Siswa
University of Padang, most of the students
had difficulties in writing sentence in past
tense. In fact, the students’ ability to write
sentence was still not satisfactory. It was
identified from the result of their exercises in
writing simple sentences in simple past tense.
They got problem to write sentences because
they forgot the pattern and they did not know
the verb. Besides they were confused in using
some indicators such as form of verb, time
signal and usage of did.

Based on the description above, the
researcher is interested in conducting a
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research to analyzed Agriculture students’
ability to write past tense at Taman Siswa
University of Padang.

METHOD

The design of this research was a
descriptive in research. Descriptive research
involves collecting data in order to answer
question concerning the current status of the
subject of the study (Ary, Jacobs, Sorensen, &
Walker, 2013). It is also supported by (Gay,
Mills, & Airasian, 2011) descriptive research
is useful in investigating many kinds of
educational problem.

Population and Sample

The population of this research was
the third semester agriculture students of
Taman Siswa University Padang. Total
number of population was 63 students which
divided into two classes.

The researcher used cluster random
sampling technique to select the sample.
According to (Gay et al., 2011), cluster
random sampling is sampling techniques in
which the sample is in group and not
individual are randomly selected, and all
members of selected group have similar
characteristics. The selected sample was 31
students.

Instrument of the Research

The instrument for collecting the data
in this research was writing test in the form of
writing sentences. In this research, the
researcher asked the students to write ten
simple sentences in simple past tense of
(verbal) affirmative sentences, ten simple
sentences in simple past tense of (verbal)
negative sentences, and also ten simple
sentences in simple past tense of (verbal)
interrogative sentences. The students were
given 60 minutes to do the test.

To know the validity of the test, the
researcher used content validity in which the
test materials were constructed based on the

syllabus and teaching materials. As (Gay et
al.,, 2011) says that content validity is the
degree to which a test measures an intended
content area. To analyze the data, the
researcher would follow the procedures as
follow:

a. Calculating mean (M) and Standard
Deviation (SD). To calculate mean, the
researcher uses the following formula
(Arikunto, 2010)

Where:
M = Mean
N = Number of the students

Z x = the total score of the students

b. To calculate Standard Deviation (SD), the
researcher used the following formula
(Arikunto, 2010)

Where:
SD = Standard Deviation
2 = the total score of the students

Y. 2 =the sum of all the squares; square of

each score and add up the squares
N = Number of the students

c. Classifying the students’ ability into high,
moderate or low ability by using the
following categories (Arikunto, 2010):
>M +SD = High
M —SD —+ M + SD = Moderate
<M -SD = Low

d. Calculating the percentage of the students
who get high, moderate or low ability by
using the following formula:

p= §x100%

Where:
P = Percentage of the students who get each
ability.

R = the sum of the students who get high,
moderate or low ability.
T = the sum of the students.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Students’ Ability to Write Simple
Sentences Using Simple Past Tense

As Sapir (2014) says that a sentence is
a group of words that contains a subject and a
verb, and can stand on its own as a complete
thought. Example: “The world is a stage.”
The subject is “the world” while the verb is
“is”;  the complete thought involves
comparing the world to a stage.

The data gotten from students writing
test, the maximum possible score of writing
simple sentences in the simple past tense was
150 if students’ sentences consist of all
criteria. The researcher found the highest
score of the students to write simple sentence
using simple past tense was at 148 and the
lowest score was 73.5.

Then, the researcher calculated the
Mean and Standard Deviation. The result of
Mean was 122.06 and Standard Deviation was
17.08. The result showed that 5 students
(16.13%) had high ability, 22 students
(70.97%) had moderate ability and 4 students
(12.90) had low.

Table 1. The Percentage of Students’ Ability to
Write Simple Sentences Using Simple Past Tense

Quality Number of  The Percentage
Students
High 5 16.13%
Moderate 22 70.97%
Low 4 12.90%
Total 31 100%

The table above describes the ability
of the third semester agriculture students of
Taman Siswa Padang to write simple
sentences using simple past tense was
moderate.

Mittwoch (2008) state that the simple
past tense describes actions or activities that
began and ended in the past. There are some
time expressions in using past tense such as
ago, first, then, later, finally, last (and other
sequence expression). Past tense expresses

activity or state in the past without indicating
any connection with the present or future.

Students’ Ability to Write Simple
Sentences in Simple Past Tense of (Verbal)
Affirmative Sentences

This part presents the students’ ability
to write simple sentences in simple past tense
of (verbal) affirmative sentences. The
maximum possible score for this component
was 40. The results showed that the highest
score was 40 and the lowest score was 21.5.
After that, the researcher counted Mean and
Standard Deviation.

The result of students’ ability to write
simple sentences in simple past tense of
(verbal) affirmative sentences can be describe
in the following table:

Table 2. The Percentage of Students’ Ability to
Write Simple Sentences in Simple Past Tense of
(Verbal) Affirmative Sentences

Quality Number of The Percentage
Students

High 7 22.58%

Moderate 20 64.52%

Low 4 12.90%

Total 31 100%

The table above describes the result of
Mean was 32.27 and Standard Deviation was
4.49. The result showed that 7 students
(22.58%) had high ability, 20 students
(64.52%) had moderate ability and 4 students
(12.90%) had low ability. It means that the
ability of the third semester agriculture
students of Taman Siswa Padang to write
simple sentences in simple past tense of
(verbal) affirmative sentences was moderate.

According to (Biber, 2010), the simple
past tense is the time used explains an action
or events at the specific time in the past in the
form of modestly. It is used for, first, the
simple past tense expresses an action which
has done art has finished in the past or
describes an event that happened in the
specific time in the past for example “he
helped me last week”. Second, the simple past
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tense expresses the habitual action in the past
but it does not happen in this time for
example “he worked in the restaurant” but
now he is working in a factory. Third, the
simple past tense expresses a situation that
happened in the past for example “we were at
home last night”.

Students’ Ability to Write Simple
Sentences in Simple Past Tense of (Verbal)
Negative Sentences

The maximum possible score for this
component was 60. The result showed that the
highest score was 60 and the lowest score was
29. The researcher calculated Mean and
Standard Deviation. The result of Mean was
50.27 and Standard Deviation was 7.65. It can
be seen on the following table.

Table 3. The Percentage of Students’ Ability to Write
Simple Sentences in Simple Past Tense of (Verbal)
Negative Sentences

Quality NSut T db:r:tgf The Percentage
High 4 12.90%
Moderate 23 74.20%

Low 4 12.90%
Total 31 100%

The result of calculation showed that 4
students (12.90%) had high ability, 23
students (74.20%) had moderate ability, 4
students (12.90) had low ability. It means that
in general the ability of the third semester
agriculture students of Taman Siswa Padang
to write simple sentences in simple past tense
of (verbal) negative sentences was moderate.

According to (Puspika & Narius,
2014), the simple past tense refers to the
activity ended in the past, the expression of
the time can be neglected from the pattern.
The expression of past time specify the time
in the past when an action was completed.

Students’ Ability to Write Simple
Sentences in Simple Past Tense of (Verbal)
Interrogative Sentences

The maximum score for this
component was 50. The result showed that the

highest score was 49 and the lowest score was
19. After that, the researcher counted the
Mean and Standard Deviation. The result of
Mean was 39.52 and Standard Deviation 7.12.
It can be seen on the following table.

Table 4. The Percentage of Students’ Ability to Write
Simple Sentences in Simple Past Tense of (Verbal)
Interrogative Sentences

Quality Number of The
Students Percentage
High 3 9.68%
Moderate 24 77.42%
Low 4 12.90%
Total 31 100%

The result of this calculation showed
that there were 3 students (9.68%) had high
ability, 24 students (77.42%) %) had
moderate ability, and 4 students (12.90%) had
low ability. From the calculation of this result,
it could be seen that the ability of the third
semester agriculture students of Taman Siswa
of Padang to write simple sentences in simple
past tense of (verbal) interrogative sentences
was moderate. Furthermore, (Uchiyama,
2006), explains the past tense can be used for
most past actions, there are some usages of
past tense, such as; actions that happened
quickly. Actions that happened over time, and
actions that were habits in the past.

CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATION

In general, it can be concluded that the
ability of the third semester agriculture
students of Taman Siswa Padang to write
simple sentences using simple past tense was
moderate. This conclusion was indicated by
the fact they were 5 students (16.13%) who
had high ability, 22 students (70.97%) who
had moderate, and 4 students (12.90) who had
low ability to write simple sentences using
simple past tense.

Based on the conclusions above, the
researcher gives some recommendation to
teachers, students, and further researcher. For
English teachers, since the students’ ability to
write simple sentences using simple past tense
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was moderate, the teachers should give more
explanations about simple past tense and the
teacher also asks students to remind regular
and irregular verb that will be used to write
verbal affirmative sentences in simple past
tense. Besides that, teachers also explain how
to use mechanics (capitalization, punctuation
and spelling) in writing sentences. For the
students, they are suggested to learn more
about past tense especially irregular verb and
how to use mechanics in writing sentences
and they are also suggested to pay attention to
use “did” and ‘“not”. Last, for the further
researcher, the researcher suggests to find out
the difficulties of the students to write simple
sentences using simple past tense.
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